The Source of Our Livability:
A Tale of Spring Water-- —
The Kakita River, Which Brings Our Town to-tife — P
Water gushing from the riverbed of the Kakita-River causesthe  _— ' L
sand to swirl about, and the Mishima Baikamo, an aquatic plant .~

> that is also a Natural Treasure, sways in the river’s current. ; "

Dozens of springs upstream create a combined flow of approxi-

mately |.3 million tons of water per day. : )

About 10,000 years ago, the Mishima Lava Flow, which flowed

following an eruption of Mt. Fuji, formed a stratum that allows

water to pass through easily. The rain and snow that fall on Mt.

Fuji and other areas become groundwater, which then emerges

from the gaps in the lava flow as spring water. It is said that it

takes 26 to 28 years for groundwater to flow up into the Kakita

River.

This cool and clear spring water nurtures the history of Shimizu

Town, creating a story that leads us to the future.

e = i
e e e — -

L. :i\-.:_—"!“f__; ™~ T = et e

fn q_:;;;.; E 'é:.,-{._-
- N - AR &Y
kb & \ 3] A =l
o Ay ox 3| 2 e B R
R R A G, DA ) N2 g
A j ﬁ N j: 2] g | F 75 i e ‘6 0
R B 1 BB W n
E 2 e PO B D i<
SIIN L R R AN U
' '%E' 177 4 . T L, ;1 1N
l_ﬁm)lgalatindzidj’ X j; ;‘Q\ ;J%( n F‘ﬂ j; ﬁf“o\/gg; % Iz i-lJJ T
elte snox:y e ‘: SN " : s,
S @,\ii L "
;.%zﬁ?:‘num i : § z X n
Shima Lava Flow B =R (A E)]) 28 5

Springs (Kakita River)
\J il

o

5
=R
Sk

HAose
H- Bk d_ﬁ*rw

~—




%

7%
9
N ¢ e e o

o ‘Eiﬁf

— =Ny 478N

O

N

oo o & ) I RESI0E S [H X
OVl RS
OOt T ERIE A U0, XIHY S F

_ R e R/ S B
Photo Gallery: The Changing Water Scenery FNS i OmE K gg ¥ R A
Sunlight, air, and the plants and animals that live among them. & g rd n % U 7&’7 H H H
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Environment:
Nature Woven with Shimmering Water

The Kakita River, Maru Pond, and Mt. Honjo are valu-
able learning opportunities as geo-sites.

The waterfront area offers seasonal changes in scen-
ery, from cherry blossoms to autumn foliage, and fog
that forms along the river called kearashi. It is also
known as a habitat for rare plants and animals.

There is great meaning in connecting our bonds with
the rich nature, precious ecosystems, and abundant
water sources to the future. This role is very import-
ant for all of us who live in Shimizu Town.
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Living & Culture:
Life Coexisting with Water

People have lived in the Kakita River area since the
Jomon and Yayoi periods thousands of years ago. In
the Warring States Period in the 15th and |6th centu-
ries, lzumigashira Castle was built by feudal lord Hojo
Ujimasa, and the Kakita River was used as a natural
moat to protect the castle.

From the Meiji Era (1868-1912) onward, the develop-
ment of water pumping technology made it possible to
use water from the Kakita River for industrial, domes-
tic, and agricultural purposes. Today, the river is the
source of drinking water for the eastern region of
Shizuoka Prefecture.
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Shimizu Town’s tap water
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Children harvesting rice
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Parent & Child interview: What’s good about Shimizu Town
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Tokoroten (gelidium jelly)
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